Preserving antibiotics for the future
by reducing use in lambing sheds
By Emily Gascoigne, vet
Antimicrobial use in agriculture,
particularly blanket use of preventative
antibiotics (prophylactics) in healthy
animals, has come under the spotlight.
At the same time there have been
documented cases of antibiotic
resistance in lamb scour and joint ill
bacteria, so now is a good time to
work with your vet to look at on-farm
practices.
Joint ill and scour are the most
common reasons for antibiotic usage
in neonatal lambs but we can reduce
reliance if we consider infection risks
and implement management changes.
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The drugs don’t work
As part of diligent antibiotic usage,
using an antibiotic which we know
works is important to maximise the
opportunity for clinical cure. In the lab
we can easily work out which antibiotics
will work and see evidence where
resistance may have already developed.
Don’t tolerate poor clinical results; they
warrant further investigation.
invest in colostrum quality throughout
the productive year. Our weaning and
flushing management, culling, lameness
reduction strategies, fluke control plan
and nutritional rationing are just some
examples of how we prepare ewes for

Putting a

the point of lambing.
The discussion about rational
antibiotic use in the lambing window is
a vast one and cannot be fully explored
here. But the discussion should not
start and end with choice of product. It
should instead begin with a preventative
strategy. How are you going to optimise
colostrum quality, ewe health, lamb
health and hygiene to give every lamb
the chance to find sufficient, good quality
colostrum quickly?
We must ensure we can justify all
usage on farm and, if we must use
antibiotics, that we are using the right
ones. Have we confirmed the pathogen
involved and which antibiotics will kill it?

Do we have strategies in place to reduce
the course needed, such as navel
dipping and disinfection policy? And do
we actually need to use them or are they
an unnecessary cost?

Ewe health
Flock health and management planning
is the ideal vehicle for this discussion,
as it focuses on having a ewe in prime
reproductive health and condition,
managing her body condition score,
creating a clean environment and
minimising endemic disease. All these
principles optimise ewe performance,
reduce lamb mortality and reduce
antibiotic usage.
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Osmonds Lamb Colostrum Supplement

was the very first colostrum supplement to be
sold in the UK. Over 30 years later we continue to
produce the highest quality Colostrum Supplement
so your lambs get the very best start in life.
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